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\ selecting one or more objects on the original tree to be contained in the customized tree in 
respbmsc to user input, wherein the one or more objects are located in disparate places across 
differentbianches of the original uee; and 

linKing the selected objects from the disparate places in the customized tree in a user- 
specified manner. 

2- The \nethod of claim 1, further comptising the steps of: 

creating a filter^or the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter specifies a 
selection rrit^»~*^ to selecnqbjects to be contained within the selected object on the customized tree; 
and \^ 

applying the filter to create the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 
contained >xrLthin the selected object 

3. The method of Haim 3l wherein the step of applying die filter fiarther comprises the 
step of selecting objects &om multiple parent objects. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the multiple parent objects are contained on 
multiple platforms. \ 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein if objects to be selected by the filter change, the 
customized tree is automatically updated to reflect theVhanged objects. 

The method of claim 1, further comprisin^^e step of modifying the customized 

Lg farther comprises the step of 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modi^dng futther comprises the step of 
removing an object of the customized nree. 



6. 

tree. 




7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of moc 
nf^Htng an object to the customized tree. 
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9. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying fijxtht:t comprises the step of 
copyii^ an object into the customi2ed txee. 

10. \ The mediod of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
copying an object^from a first position in the customized tree to a second position in the customized 
tree, 

1 1 . The meth^'of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying farther comprises the step of 
removing the customized tree 

12. The mediod of clai^6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
changing an object. 

13- The method of r\f^irr\ 1^ fbrdilM: comprising the step of using the custotni^ed tree to 
simultaneously perform an action on multiple oWects contained in the customized tree. 

14. The method of claim 1, further compi^sing the step of restricting access to the 
customized tree. 

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising tl^ step of enabling customizarion of 
labels for objects in the customized tree. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein each label disdngm^hes between different objects 
of a similar type- 

1 7. The method of claim 15, wherein each label is an indicator ^ a filter. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of providingygraphical user 
interfaces for creating the customized tree and whercdn the user input is received D;pm one or more 
graphical user interfaces. 
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19. The method of claim 1, wherein the customized txee contaixis a subset of the objects 
of^e origtoal tree. 

The method of rkim 1 ^ wherein the objects of the customized tree are organized in a 
user-speafied manner. 



21, The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of creating mulriple customized 



trees. 



22. (TWICESAMENDED) An appaiams for creating a customized tree in a computer, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a computer having a <ma storage device connected thereto, wherein the data storage device 
stores objects contained in a ori^al tres; and 

one or more computer progi^s for selecting an object on rhe original tree to be contained 
in die customized tree in response to ^er input, wherein the one or more objects are located in 
disparate places across different branchesspf the original tree, and linking the selected objects from 
the disparate places in the customized tree ma user-specified maimer. 

23. The apparatus of r^^^^n 22, fiirth^compnsmg: 
means for creating a filter for the selected oaiect in response to user input, wherein the filter 

specifies a selection criteria to select objects to be concdned within the selected object on the 
customized tree; and 

means for applying the filter to create the customize'ii tree with the selected object and the 
objects to be contained within the selected object 

24. The apparatus of Hai'm 23, wherein the means for applying the filter fiirther 
comprises the means for selecting objects from multiple parent objects^ 

25. The apparatus of daim 24, wherein the multiple parent objccb^ are contained on 
mulriple platforms. 
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26. The apparatus of claim 23, whexean the step of modifying fuxther compmes the step 
\pf changing an object. 

55. The article of manufacture of ckim 43, further comprising the step of using die 
customl^d tree to simultaneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in the 
customi^eXtrce. 

56. TEJae article of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of restricting 
access to the custofyized tree. 

57. The article of manufecture of claim 43, further comprising the step of enabling 
customization of labels forNobjects in die customized tree. 

58- The article of mrhnufiicmte of claim 57, wherein each label distinguishes between 
different objects of a similar type. 

59. The article of manufact^e of claim 57, wherein each label is an indicator of a filter. 

60. The article of manufacture oSyclaim 43, further comprising the step of providing 
graphical user interfaces for creating the custom^ed tree and wherein the iiser input is received from 
one or more graphical iiset interfaces. 

61. The article of manufacture of claim 43/^herein the customized tree contains a 
subset of the objects of the original tree. 

62. The article of manufacture of claim 43, whereiAythe objects of the customired tree 
are organized in a user-specified manner. 

63. The article of manufacture of claim 43, further compr^ng the step of creating 
multiple custonaized trees. 



-5- 



G&C 30571 .285-US.Ul 



Received from < ^3106418798 > at 9/16/02 6:18:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



-1 6-2002 03 : 1 6PM FROM-Gates i CooPiT LLP 



^^L 



•^13106418798 



T-268 P. 009/019 F-26r 



£) ^ £> \ 64. A mediod of crearing a custonuzed tree in a computer &om a original tree containing 

objecc^rom a data storage dervicc connected to the computer, the method comprising: 

selecting one or more objects on the original tree to be contained in the customized tree in 
response tooiser input; 

creadW a filter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter comprises 
user specified nkex criteria, a user specified comparator operator^ and a user-specified comparison 
value, wherein theoiser-specified comparator operator specifies how die user-specified filter criteria 
is compared with th^user-specified comparison value, to determine objects to be contained within 
the selected object onihe custonmed ttee; 

applying the filtet to create the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 
contained within the selecred object; and 

linking die selected o^jjects in a user-specified manner. 

65. The mediod of claim 64, wherein the step of applying the filter further comprises 
selecring objects firom mulriplc parent objects. 

66. The method of claim &L wherein if die objects to be selected by die filter change, 
the customized tree is automatically apd^ed to reflect the changed objects. 

67. The method of claim 64, former comprising modifying the customized tree. 

68. The mediod of claim 67, whereinVhe modifying comprises adding an object to the 
customized tree. 

69. The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises removing an object of 
the customized tree. 



70. The mediod of claim 67, wherein the modifymg comprises copying an object into 
die customized tree. 
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71, The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises copying an object from a 
first posinon in the customized tree to a second position in the customised ttee. 



72. \ The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises removing the customized 



tree. 



73. Themediod of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises changing an object. 

74. The metnod of claim 64, further comprising using the customized tree to 
simultaneously perform anVction on multiple objects contained in the customized tree. 

75. The method of fiton 64, further comprising restricting access to the customis^ed tree. 

76- The method of claimJS4, further comprising enabliag customization of labels for 
objects in the customized tree. 

77. The method of claim 64, fiudtier comprising providing graphical user interfaces for 
creating the custotaiacd ttee and wherein the \iser input is received from one or more graphical user 
interfaces. 

78. An apparatus for creating a customized tree in a computer, the apparatus comprising: 
a computer having a data storage device connected thereto, wherein the data storage device 

stores objects contained in an original tree; 

one or more computer programs, executed by the Jicmputer, for selecting an object on the 
original tree to be contained in the customized tree in response to user inpu^ 

one or more computet programs, executed by die comVuter, for creating a filter for the 
selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter complsises user specified filter criteria, a 
user specified comparator operator, and a user-specified compariso^ value, wherein the user- 
specified comparator operator specifies how the user-specified filter criteria is compared with the 
user-specified comparison value, to detetmine objects to be contained ^thin the selected object on 
the customized tree; 
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one or more computer programs, executed by the computer^ for applying the filter to create 
thkcustomized txee with the selected object and the objects to be contained within die selected 
object and 

Dne or more computer programs, executed by the computet, for linking die selected objects 
in a user-specified manner; 

79. lOie appaxatus of '"l<*itn 78, wherein the one ot more computer programs fox 
applying the filter axe configured to select the objects from mulriple parent objects. 

80. The apporams of claim 78, wherein if the objects to be selected by the filter change, 
the customized tree is autbmatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 

81. The appatato^f claim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
modifying the customized tree. 

82. The apparatus of cItxcq 81, wherein the one or more computer programs fox 
modifying are configured to add an ooject to the customized tree, 

83. The apparams of claim 81, Vherein the one or more computer programs for 
modifying are configured to remove an object of the customized tree. 

84- The apparatus of rkim 81, wherem the one or more computer piograxos for 
modifying are configured to copy an object into the^customized tree, 

85. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the due or more computer programs for 
modifying are configured to copy an object from a first portion in the customized tree to a second 
position in the customized tree. 

86. The appaxatus of claim 81, wherein one or more tomputcr programs for modifying 
are configured to remove the customized tree. 
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87. The apparatus of daim 81, wherein one or more computer programs for modifying 
i configured to change an object. 

J8. The apparatus of ^^^tm 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
using the c^stotnixed tree to simultaneously perform an action on mxilt^le objects contained in the 
custoroixed 1 

89. TheSapparatus of rA^'^rn 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
restricting access to thwi customized tree. 

90. The appaxatfci^ of r-Uim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
enabling customization of labek for objects in the custoiui^ed cree. 

91. The apparatus of cWirn 78, further comprising one or mote computer programs for 
providing graphical user interfaces for\reating the customized tree and wherein the user input is 
received from one or more graphical usermterfaces. 

92. An ardcle of manxifacture comprising a computer program earner readable by a 
computer and embodying one or more instructioafi executable by the computer to perform a 
method for creatix)g a customized tree from an onginol tree containing objects from a data storage 
device connected to the computer, the method compiisii 

selecting one or more objects on the original tree tb» be contained in the customized tree in 
response to user input; 

creating a filter for the selected object in response to us^ input, wherein the filter comprises 
user specified filter criteria, a user specified comparator operator, dod a user-specified comparison 
value, wherein the user-specified comparator operator specifies how\he user-specified filter criteria 
is compared with the user-specified comparison v^ue, to determine objects to be contained within 
the selected object on the customized tree; 

applying the filter to create the customized tree widi the selected obj^ and the objects to be 
contained within the selected object; and 

linking the selected objects in a user-specified manner. 

-9- 

G&C 30571.285-US-Ul 



Received from < +13106418798 > at 9/1S/02 6:18:26 PM [Eastern [^^^^ 



dg-1 6-2002 03 : 1 7PU FROM-Gates i CoofW LLP 



^^L 



^13106418798 



T-268 P. 01 3/01 9 F-257 



93. Hie article of manxifactuxe of claim 92, wherein aLpplyiQg the filter comprises 
Jeering objects from multiple parent objects. 

.94. The article of manufacmre of claim 92, wherein if the objects to be selected by the 
filter change, the cuscomi2ed tre^ is automatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 

95. ^he article of manufecture of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises 
modifying the customised tree. 

96. The arocle of manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises adding an 
object to the customizediree. 



97. The article of r^anufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises removing 
an object of the customized i 



I tree.> 



98. The article of tnanufacfeure of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises copying an 
object into the customized tree. 

99. The article of manufacture of daim 95, wherein the modifying comprises copying an 
object fi:om a first position in the customized tree^o a second position in the customized tree. 



1 00. The article of manufacture of ckim 95^ 
the customized aee. 



therein the modifying comprises removing 



lOL The article of manufacture of claim 95, wherein^e modifying comprises changing 
an objecL 

102. The article of manufactore of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises \jsing 
the customized tree to simultaneously perform an action on multiple objec^ contained in the 
customized tree. 
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\103. The artide of manufiacture of claim 92, wherein die method fvaxther compns<is 
resmcting*^ccess to the customized tree. 

104. ^he artide of manufiactute of daim 92, wherein the method farther comprises 
eziabling customiza^on of labeb fot objects in the customized tree. 

105. The arade>of manufacture of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises 
providing graphical user inr^&ces for creating the customised ttee and wherein die user input is 
received from one or more graphical user interfaces. 
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